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Notes from the President

 June 29, 2007
Alaska Inspection Trip

I have just finished lining up the inspection trip and setting us up to book for Alaska Good Time Charters (www.alaskagoodtimecharters.com).   The dates are Aug 6-11, 2007.  The regular price for the five day trip is $2,500 each but, they are giving us a deal for 6 OC franchise owners to go at $1,600 each.  Please let me know ASAP if you are interested in joining this group trip.   AGTC info will be up the agent’s site soon and we can now book for them at 15% commission from any of their packages.  This is a great live aboard fishing trip in the Prince William Sound.  They also have black bear and blacktail deer hunts.   Greg is talking about sending the TV cameraman on this trip as well as it should make for a great show.  
Convention 2007

Days until Wisconsin – 25
That’s right – it is now less than four weeks until we all meet in Sheboygan for the annual convention.  We truly have a great line up of events scheduled and we hope to see a few more of you make a decision to join us.  The convention is a great time to expand your business by networking with other franchise owners and meeting many lodge owners/outfitters personally.  As I mentioned last week, 21 of the top 25 franchise offices will be in attendance!!!

One event that has just been finalized is the tournament for the two days of salmon fishing.  These tournaments are for fun and as Joe Dekleva (OC-CO) can attest to after last year, a great way to make some money.

Here are the details:

Salmon Tournament:

Those of you who have been to convention before know that the competitive spirit of our franchise owners always comes out during the fishing days.  Ever since we started a tournament style when we were tarpon fishing at South Seas Resort, the idea has stuck and is now part of the fun.  This year’s will be no different.  Here is how the tournament will work:
Each outing (we have three) – Wed. morning, Wed evening, and Thur. morning will have a $100 per boat entry fee.  This fee is obviously divisible by the number of people on the boat so you will be looking at $25-$30 per person to join enter the tournament.  The captains will weigh the biggest fish from your boat and whoever catches the heaviest salmon will win.  There will be a Big Fish winner during each outing and then a Biggest Fish winner for the overall heaviest fish from the three outings.  

By doing it this way it does not matter how many of the three outings you are fishing, everyone has an equal chance each time out.  

Payout will be as follows:

Big Fish 1st outing – 20% of the pot

Big Fish 2nd outing – 20% of the pot

Big Fish 3rd outing – 20% of the pot

Biggest Fish – 30% of the pot

The remaining 10% goes toward buying the plaques and the t-shirts.

If you are interested in fishing the tournament, be sure to let Tracey know as you can enter well before we get there and we will have a date before hand that you will need to be registered by.  This is absolutely not mandatory and you do not need to feel obligated to enter the tournament if you are fishing.
Sales Training:

We have hired the sales training company, Peak Performance, to hold a sales training seminar at the convention.  This is something that you, the franchise owners, have been asking for over the past few years – a sales training seminar not just the same old thing.  Well, this will be far from the sale old thing.  The training seminar will be held two hours before lunch and two hours after lunch on Friday.  Peak Performance customizes each of their seminars to the group specifically and that is one of the biggest reasons behind our choosing them to bring in to the convention.  Today you will also receive a welcome e-mail from them regarding their services.  It will have a link in it for you to click on to go to a web site they have created especially for OC franchise owners.  It will have a checklist of items for you that describe different parts of the sales process you feel you could use some help with.  We need ALL FRANCHISE OWNERS to take ten minutes to answer and submit the survey (yes even those of you who don’t need any help as you already know everything!) as this will be how they create the seminar.  They personalize each seminar to the group’s specific needs – you can’t ask for more than that.  They will also be sending us weekly sales tips as part of our contract with them, which will come to each and every one of you.  This is a partnership we have been looking for over the past year or so in that we need to bring sales training to the forefront of OC franchise ownership.  

If you have not made your reservation to the convention yet as you have grown tired of looking at my mug and listening to my stories at the convention, this seminar right here should make you think again about making the commitment to yourself and your franchise to attend!

Calendar of Events

Tracey has created an OC Calendar of Events that is now accessible from the agent’s web site behind the “Franchise Info” button.  Please be sure to take a look at it and if you ever have events worth noting to others be sure to let Tracey know.  

Montana Raffle
The raffle for hunts at Hidden Valley has taken off very slowly thus far and Tracy Weyer has asked me to bring it up again.  He wants us to be able to draw the winners at the convention so if you are still contemplating it be sure to contact Tracey or Claudia for your ticket.  Here are the details again if you missed them last time:
Tracy’s idea was to set up a raffle that OC franchise owners could enter for a chance to win a turkey, mule deer or antelope hunt with him.  We need to have a minimum of 45 franchise owners purchase chances for the raffle to take place.  If we meet that number, we will draw the winners of the 2008 hunts at the convention this summer.  
Here is how the raffle will be handled:

1. Each person can buy 1 ticket in each category or the combo ticket (for all 3), but only 1 ticket.

 Ticket costs:
$20.00 turkey 
$30.00 rifle antelope

$75.00 rifle mule deer

Combo ticket $100.00 (1 chance at all 3)
 

Here is a message Tracy wanted me to pass along to all OC franchise owners:

Greetings from the Big Sky country of Montana!

I would like to take a moment of your time and introduce myself.  My name is Tracy Weyer and I am the owner of Hidden Valley Outfitters which operates in both Montana and North Dakota.   I have been a professional outfitter for 16 years and was fortunate to establish a great working relationship with Outdoor Connection and have some of your agents, including Marc Glades hunt with me in the past. 

I would like to take this opportunity to invite the agents of Outdoor Connection to take part in our 3-hunt raffle.  If we can muster up enough interest, I would like to see this become an annual event as it will provide everyone an opportunity to hunt at a greatly reduced cost. The winner of this raffle will be drawn each summer at the Outdoor Connection convention and then hunt the following spring, summer or fall. 

The 3 raffled hunts will be conducted on private fair chase ranches in Montana.  Merriam turkey, pronghorn antelope and mule deer will be offered. You can expect the turkeys to have 8-10 inch beards, 12-16 inch horns on the antelope and 22-28 inch wide spread on the mule deer.   All hunts will include, guiding, meals, and lodging. Not included in hunt packages are, travel to HVO camp, licenses, meat processing, insurance, taxidermy and gratuities.  

I hope this will provide a fun and exciting opportunity for you to get out to Montana and visit one of our 12 camps statewide.  Hidden Valley Outfitters is an extensive operation which offers 11 species available for both archery and rifle hunters.  I believe your trip will allow you not only to have a great hunt, but also to gain a greater knowledge base you can then pass along to your clients. 

Hope to see you in Montana!
Tracy Weyer

Lodges, Captains and Outfitters
Boulder Lake Lodge has notified us that they have a couple of openings for Wyoming elk hunts this fall and that the July 20th deadline for applications for the left over Wyoming bull elk tags in their unit 97-1 is fast approaching. They have a couple openings October 4 thru the 13th at $3,800 each. 
------------
PR Guides sent the following message this week:

I want to let you know that we have openings for the fall black bear hunt, the week of Sept 10 to 14 and 17 to 21( for bow hunters only) 4 openings in each week, and we have also openings during the week of Oct 8 to 12 for 4 hunters( for bow, riffle, black powder etc,) 

Thank you, your guide, Pierre
------------
Once again, Jason Wisniewski has helped us fill a need in our outfitter base in Florida.  Jason recently met and helped Trophy Island Hunts create some unique wild boar hunting packages for OC franchise owners to market.   Here are some of the details:

Marc – this is a very cool Florida coastal style hunt experience as you will read below. 

Jason
From: "Nathan Florian" < cnateb4ubuy@earthlink.net>
To: "Jason Wisniewski" <biggametrophies@yahoo.com> 
Subject: FW: Home page content
Date: Wed, 27 Jun 2007 00:21:24 -0500
 
 

Nathan Florian

cnateb4ubuy@earthlink.net
EarthLink Revolves Around You.

 

 

----- Original Message ----- 

From: Nathan Florian 
To: burning_redemption81 
Sent: 6/26/2007 11:06:39 PM 

Subject: Home page content


 

Welcome to Trophy Island Hunts, North Central Florida's premier wild boar outfitter. What makes us unique from other operations is that all of our hunts are conducted on a pristine private island, free from unwanted hunting pressure. Trophy Island Hunts, unlike most outfitters, offers a limited amount of hunts each year. This ensures our guests will see more game and ultimately kill more trophy hogs. The island is over 1700 acres of marsh, cypress hammocks, large oaks and swampy bottom land, a perfect environment for trophy hogs.  All of our guests are transported via boat to the island.  Trophy Island Hunts supports fair chase and does not use "high fence" or "pig in a pen" type hunts.  All of our hunts are conducted from elevated two man ladder stands over feeders that run twice a day, year round. This ensures plenty of action and the likelihood of seeing multiple animals over the course of your hunt. We also support" Take a Kid Hunting" and special opportunity hunts. If you do not see the type of hunt you are looking for, let us know as we will do our best to accommodate. 

 

Accommodations.... Our hunting lodge is 5 minutes from the hunting island and is also boat accessible only. It is a totally renovated, 2000 sq ft, river front stilt house that has 3 bedrooms and 2 full baths. The lodge comfortably sleeps up to seven guests. Our guests enjoy good old southern hospitality with all the luxuries of home such as flat screen TV, Satellite, central heat and air, a full kitchen, washer and dryer.  Did we mention bring your fishing rod? The lodge also has a 150' dock with lights. Redfish, Snook, Sea Trout, and the occasional Silver King are known to pass by.  For the hunter on a budget, we can arrange your stay at local hotel for a discounted rate. Trophy Island Hunts takes great pride in ensuring each of our guests has an enjoyable stay and a successful hunt. 
TIH will be paying 15% commission and we will inspect n the next month or so, on a hog hunt.  TIH is also going to offer a “bring 3 and you come for free” deal to all OC franchise owners from the start.  The information about them is now up on the agent’s side.

Have a great weekend!
In the Outdoors,

Marc Glades
