[image: image1.png]



Notes from the President

 March 27, 2007
British Columbia
I thought I would start off this NOTES with some information regarding some of our British Columbia outfitters.  If you can follow this you should win a prize of some sort.  To start with, Donovan Palmer will no longer be the outfitter at Pink Mountain Outfitters.  Donovan has guided in the area and had a contract to buy Pink Mountain from Mike Ramosch.  Their deal was just recently pulled off the table and Mike is going to retain ownership of Pink Mountain as he has for ten years.  So, Mike called us to let us know this and that he is very interested in OC booking for him now that he has decided to retain ownership and continue to outfit.  So, at this point we will continue to work with Pink Mountain it will just not be the new outfitter but, the outfitter who has owned the area for ten years.  Now, we questioned Mike as to whether he was planning to get out of outfitting when he was looking to sell to Donovan (as I wanted an indication of his commitment) and he said no, he has already bought another area that he is going to be outfitting in as well.  When he expressed interest in OC booking that area as well we found out that he had bought the piece of Dave Trimmier’s (Rocky Mountain Adventures) area that he was selling.  So, to make a long story even longer – Mike Ramosch now owns both Pink Mountain Outfitters and Rocky Mountain Adventures, both of which OC are marketing.  Dave Trimmier has now sold off Rocky Mountain Adventures and will continue under the second outfit he owned, Bowron River Outfitters.  So, in essence, OC still can book for all three outfitters as we have in the past, we just have new names (and old names) in new and different places.  Hope that clears that issue up!!
Pics

In my last NOTES (03/16) I asked all of you to look for some pictures of you or clients from recent trips so that Tracey can keep the front page of the web site with new pictures.  This is a great way to show off your clients and tell them about them being on our site.  In ten days now, Tracey has received pictures from Rod Regel (OC-WI) and Larry Boll (OC-WI) and that is it.  Now, I would have made a joke here about them having plenty of time to look up pictures after their Badgers bowed out of the NCAA tournament early, but, since my Jayhawks choked one away this weekend I will stay away from that.  However, my point is that out of 100 franchise owners I would think we would have more than two e-mail some pictures of themselves or clients to appear on the front page of our site.  
Gift Certificates
If you will look under the Trip Booking button on the agent’s web site you will now find a customizable gift certificate that you can use for your clients.  You can either print it out as is and hand write in the information or you can type the information on to the form before printing it as it is saved as a WORD document.
STILL NEEDED

Saskatchewan Inspection Trip

If you have a group of hunting buddies you would like to take on a hunt with you this spring let me know.  I have set the inspection trip to Mountain Creek Outfitters for the dates of May 21-26 or May 28 – June 2 on a spring black bear hunt.  If you have three clients book the trip at the rate of $2,500, your trip is free.  
We need to book this trip in the next two weeks – is anyone working on this or should I let the outfitter know we can’t come up with a group?

2007 Convention News

Dave Powers (OC-OH) is looking for a room mate for the convention.  
Northwest Airlines
After many e-mails and phone calls discouraging NWA to take the stance they did against travelers with firearms they have reversed their decision and will no longer charge all gun cases as excess baggage.   You can see their new regulations on their site below:  

http://www.nwa.com/travel/luggage/specialitems.html#fire
Lodge Info.
Interlake Safaris has notified us that we are more than welcome to book their Alberta hunts now as well.  Jason established these hunts a couple of years ago and now would like us to market these hunts as well as his Manitoba hunts. 
------------
There are many new changes brewing in Alaska concerning caribou hunts.  At this point it appears seasons will be drastically cut and caribou licenses will be limited to one instead of two.  Keep alert to these changes and as we have concrete information we will let you know.
Praise
I had to put this in or I would have never heard the end of it from the girls!  Seriously though, thanks for the praise Chris and hopefully we continue to get better everyday!

Just a quick note to you guys.  I have really been impressed with how well things have been going in working with the home office.  They have always gone well, but they are getting better every year.  You always respond quickly, you always follow up and you are very easy to work with.  I know I am not the easiest to deal with -- thank you for your patience and hard work.

 

Chris Lemke

Outdoor Connection

In the Outdoors,

Marc Glades
