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Notes from the President
 March 3, 2006
New Franchise Owners
Outdoor Connection would like to welcome the newest members to the OC team.  Mark Reinert of Petawawa, Ontario and Nic Spallas of Oro Valley, Arizona.   Welcome aboard guys!

Mark Reinert




Nic Spallas
613-687-0558



520-297-4112

reinert@nrtco.net



sentrycapitalgroup@comcast.net
________________________________________________________________
.
New Lodges / Outfitters
The following is a list of outfitters that we have either approved or have the inspection trip set:

Battle Pass Outfitting: www.battlepassoutfitting.com Battle Pass offers elk and antelope hunt in south central Wyoming.  They also offer mule deer hunts but, only a couple a year and they are not trophy style hunts.  They hunt elk with both archery and rifle and are 100% opportunity for the past 5 years.  You have to draw an elk tag in Wyoming and the deadline is Jan. 31 each year.  They do still have 2 openings this year for archery elk spots if you have any clients who drew the Wyoming general elk tag.  Antelope also require drawing of tag and the deadline is March 15th each year.  Wyoming offers a two price tag opportunity.  The regular antelope tag drawing is $238 and the special antelope tag is $438.  What does “special” mean?  Means you have a way better chance to draw a tag – isn’t that “special”.  Battle Pass hunts both Unit 50 and 52.  Unit 50 is pretty much a 100% draw and Unit 52 is about 11% draw on the regular tag and 50% draw on the special tag.   They are 100% success on antelope.  Antelope run in the 12-14” class and are heavy horned.  Elk run in the 250-280 range but, they did take one just over 350 last year.  Battle Pass will be paying 15% commission and we will inspect them this fall or next (depending on tag draw) on an antelope hunt.
Punta Cana Charters: www.fishingpuntacana.com  Punta Cana is a world renowned travel destination in the Dominican Republic.   PCC offers daily charters and will soon offer full travel packages to this area of the Dominican.  Marlin (blue and white), mahi-mahi, wahoo and sailfish are the main targets.  They will be paying 15% on daily rates (packages coming soon) and George Boecklin (OC-NY) will be inspecting them this weekend as he will be in Punta Cana.
The Eagles Nest: www.ultimateretreatsllc.com  This smaller sized corporate retreat is perfect for groups of 20-40.  They offer two lodges, a conference center with all technology in place, 12 fishing ponds, 180 acres of wing shooting habitat, and a golf course.  The property is 300 acres of outdoor recreation.  They will paying 15% commission and we will inspect them in late April.
Sportsman’s Lodges: www.sportsmandlodges.com  This operation is actually two different lodges (similar to Palmas de Cortez and Playa del Sol) located on the famous Lake of the Woods in Minnesota (and Ontario).  They offer fishing trips and lodging for groups from 2 – 300.  They have full service conference facilities as well.  They have a nice web site which contains a good deal of information about their lay out.  They will be paying 15% and we will inspect them this spring. 
________________________________________________________________

Inspection Trip Openings
Bush Africa Safaris - We have room for two more franchise owners on the Bush Africa trip for the dates of April 24 – May 5.  This is for the special offer that Bush made to OC franchise owners.  The daily rate is cut in half to $175 ($1,750 for the 10 day hunt) and numerous trophy fees were cut 25%-50%.  We have a total of 11 OC franchise owners going at this point.  Three are scheduled for these dates as we filled the first set of dates with the maximum of eight hunters.  If you are interested in joining this group of three please let us know ASAP.  This is a great opportunity to hunt Africa at rates you may never see again.
Wolf Lake Lodge - The inspection trip to Wolf Lake (www.wolflake.ca) in the Yukon Territory is set for August 28-31 (4 day fishing trips).  Rod Regel (OC-WI) will be leading the group and we have room for three more franchise owners.  The offer from Wolf Lake to OC franchise owners is a buy one trip, get one trip free.  They have reserved the whole lodge for us so we can send four franchise owners for free as long as they have one full paying customer with them.  The rate for the four day trip is $2,400 all inclusive from Whitehorse.  Take a friend for ½ price and you pay ½ - as long as they payment is $2,400 per two! 

Until next time,

Marc Glades
