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Notes from the President
Friday, January 27th
Ultimate Hunt Giveaway
The Shot Show begins next week and Outdoor Connection will be front and center throughout the show this year.  The NSSF (National Shooting Sports Foundation), the Shot Show and Outdoor Connection have teamed up to create the Ultimate Hunt Giveaway to be held each year at the Shot Show.  Everyone attendee and exhibitor at the show is eligible to win but, has to come to the OC booth to register.  Shot will provide a person with a scanner to work our booth to scan the badges of all who register.  Outdoor Connection, in cooperation with Peter Ruddle of Zulu Afrika Safaris will be providing an eight day plains game hunt including trophy fees for kudu, impala, warthog, and blesbok.    Peter will be in the OC booth all week to meet those registering and hopefully booking a couple of trips.  Banners and signs with the OC logo will be hung throughout the show with Ultimate Hunt details and our booth number.  An e-mail blast will go out on Monday to all attendees (you have to be invited and pre register for this show so they already who will be there) with information as well.  I will forward a copy to all FO’s so you can see it.  
This is a great national exposure step for OC as every manufacturer, retail store, wholesaler, distributor, etc. from the gun and hunting industry is in attendance.  We hope this will help to continue to spread the OC name across the country.  For information about the show you can view their site at:www.shotshow.org 
Alaska Brown Bear
Blaine from Blaine’s Hunting in Alaska called me last night to let me know that his new web site went up yesterday- www.blaineshunting.com.    Blaine also told me this looks like it will be a great year for spring brown bear in his area.  Brown bear hunts for less than $10K are quickly becoming a thing of the past so these hunts should be great sellers this spring.  Keep in mind that they hunt in an area that SCI classifies the bears as “grizzlies” even thought they are eating salmon from the river and are the size of brown bears.  If you have anyone interested in a spring brown bear hunt in Alaska this year take a close look at Blaine’s.
________________________________________________________________
Franchise of the Month
Congratulations to Larry Boll (OC-WI) for being named franchise of the month for January.   Larry’s year started of well with bookings of:
2 Black Bear hunters to Big Antler

2 Hog hunters to Ranger Creek

3 Whitetail hunters to Wolf River

4 Elk hunters to Whispering Pines

3 Moose hunters to Big Sand

Keep up the good work Larry and good luck in February!

_______________________________________________________________

Trip of a Lifetime (TOL)
Adam Stout (OC-MI) called this week to make the booking for the winner of the Trip of a Lifetime raffle he has set up with Ducks Unlimited for the state of Mississippi.  The winning ticket was chosen last week at the statewide banquet. 
The raffle was for 2 hunters and they had their choice of seven hunts.  They 
chose Calamity Creek Outfitters 6 day whitetail / mule deer combo. The winner
of the raffle was Morgan Springfield of Canton, Mississippi.

Congratulations Adam on the sale and the promotion of TOL.

Convention
If you are interested in sharing a room t the convention with another franchise owner please let Tracey know.  We have at least one FO right now looking to share a double room.

If you have not made your reservations yet, you need to quickly as space is starting to fill up.
.
New Lodges / Outfitters
The following is a list of outfitters that we have either approved or have the inspection trip set:

Mark Collins Guide Service: www.markcollinsguideservice.com.  This guide service offers daily fishing charters on Lake Weiss in Alabama.  Lake Weiss is well known for its crappie and striper fishing.  We will be inspecting this guide this spring and he will be paying 15% commission.
Relentless Charter Fishing: www.relentlesscharterfishing.com.  Relentless is a charter service located in Destin, Florida.  They offer daily charters and overnight trips as well.  They are going to pay 15% commission and we will inspect them in March. 
H&S Hunting: www.handshunting.com.  This outfitter offers whitetail deer and turkey hunts in the very Southern portion of Illinois (close to KY, TN and MO), an area we had yet to tap into.   They have a 5,000 square foot lodge.  All prices include lodging, meals and guided hunting.  They will be paying 15% commission and we will inspect this winter on a bow hunt.
________________________________________________________________

Inspection Trip Openings
Wolf Lake Lodge - The inspection trip to Wolf Lake (www.wolflake.ca) in the Yukon Territory is set for this year for the dates of either August 21-24 or August 28-31 (4 day fishing trips).  The offer from Wolf Lake to OC franchise owners is a buy one trip, get one trip free.  They have reserved the whole lodge for us so we can send four franchise owners for free as long as they have one full paying customer with them.  The rate for the four day trip is $2,400 all inclusive from Whitehorse.   

Balam – Here’s a great chance to add the elusive ocellated turkey to your World Slam.  David Tenney (OC-AZ) and Mike McElrath (OC-TN) will be leading the inspection trip to Balam in April.  The cost of this hunt is normally $2,500 but, OC franchise owners can take the trip for ½price - $1,250 for this inspection trip.  
Until next week,

Marc Glades
